THE BAR CONFEDERATION AND               [1768]

GENERAL PULASKI

There arose in Poland, in the middle of the iSth
century, a party which believed that Poland's many
internal ills could be cured only with the aid of Russia
and the backing of the Russian Empress, Catherine
the Great., The princely family Czartoryski led this
Russophile faction which argued that in view of the
powerful influence of Russia on Polish policy in general,
it would be difficult to imagine the success of a Polish
movement of national renewal which was inspired by
a strong anti-Russian spirit. Soon Poland was over-
run by Russian soldiers, and the people and govern-
ment, after 1766, were practically ruled by the Russian
Minister, Prince Repnin.

Russian interests now began to coincide with those
of Prussia, which had clear designs in regard to Poland,
designs greatly favoured by Poland's internal weak-
ness. None the less Prussia had reasons for anxiety,
since Russia had long considered Poland as destined
to fall into her hands entire. Both these neighbours
desired to keep Poland defenceless; but whereas Russia
proposed to incorporate the whole of Poland into her
domains, Prussia aimed at a partition. It -was a
circumstance favourable to Prussia that Catherine II
now ascended the throne of Russia, for she was inclined
to co-operate with Frederic II of Prussia. However,
the decision to partition Poland was in no small
measure brought about by events aimed at something